Serial No.: 09/482,653 



The errors in the reissue declaration are noted. A new declaration will be provided as 
soon as possible. 

The title has been amended in light of the examiner's requirement. 
Reconsideration of the objections to the claims is requested in view of the above 
amendments. 

Reconsideration of the rejection of claims under 35 USC 1 12 is requested in view of the 
above amendments wherein the examiner's comments have been addressed. It is believed that 
the claims are now in full compliance with 35 USC 112. 

Reconsideration of the rejection of claims 22, 23, 24, 25, 28 and 29 under 35 USC 102 as 
unpatentable over Raccuglia et al. is respectfully requested. With respect to claim 22, it is noted 
that Raccuglia at al. do not teach or suggest a "holder" as recited. Raccuglia et al. merely teach a 
known pivoting support for the container, and that support is noitaipable^^ container 
in a predetermined position. The container of Raccuglia at al. will assume any of an infinite 
number of positions depending on the state of rotation of the centrifuge rotor, and nothing in 
Raccuglia et al. is capable of holding the container in a given position. With respect to claims 25 

and 28, the device of Raccuglia at al is not dependent on the orientation of the container. Instead 

it appears that the container of Raccuglia et al. operates by the opening of a valve so that transfer 

of fluids is not dependent on the orientation of the container. 

Reconsideration of the rejection of claims 25-27 under 35 USC 102 as unpatentable ov, 

Li is respectfully requested. Li has nothing to do with medical products and has no suggestion 

provide sterile compartments. 

Reconsideration of the rejection of claims 25-27, 33 and 36 under 35 USC 102 as 
unpatentable over McFarland is respectfully requested. McFarland does not relate to a container 
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wherein the contents of respective chambers are transferred as a function of the orientation of the 
container. Instead, McFarland relates to a container that forces fluids out of the chamber by air 
pressure. With regard to claim 33, nothing in McFarland suggests a sterile container with access 
ports that maintain sterility. 

Reconsideration of the rejection of claims 25-27, 33 and 37 under 35 USC 102 as 
unpatentable over Crippa is respectfully requested. Crippa suggests neither a sterile container 
nor a sterile container that provides sterile access ports to the chambers. 

Reconsideration of the rejection of claims 25-27, 33, 34, 35, and 37 under 35 USC 102 as 
unpatentable over Onishi is respectfully requested. Onishi is directed to a container for mixing 
fuel and has no relation to the sterile container set forth in the claims. 

The indication of allowable subject matter is noted with appreciation. 

It is submitted that this application is in condition for allowance, and an early indication 
thereof is respectfully requested. The examiner is invited to contact the undersigned if any 
matter remains outstanding. 

All necessary extensions of time are requested. Please charge any necessary fees and 
credit any excess to deposit account 50-1088. 



Suite 600 

1750 K Street NW 

Washington, DC 20006 

202-835-1111 

202-835-1755 (fax) 

September 10, 2001 



Respectfully Submitted, 



CLARK & BRODY 




Conrad J. Clark 
Reg. No. 30,340 
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MARKED TIP CLAIMS 




oo a system for trea tinp physiological — products, 
comprising: 

a centrifuge; 

a container having at least a first chamber and a 
second chamber wherein e a ch nf the first and second 
chambers Ihavel has a top portion, a bottom portion and a 
set of walls, wherein the to p portions of the first chamber 
and second chamber are connected bv a bridge for 
transferring fluid there between: and 

a holder assembly attached to the centrifug e and 
effective to removably rev ive the container, wherein the 
holder assembly is effectiv e to position the container in one 
or more predetermined positions. 

-n The s ystem of claim 2? wherein the chambers include 
removable li d portions, the reby forming a closed container. 

pa The s ystem nf clairri 2?> wherein at 1past nne of the 
chambers includes an acce ss port for transference of a 

liquid. 

05 A rnntainer com prising: 

at least a first sterile chamb er having a top portion, 
a hntrom portion and a first set of walls; 

a second sterile chamber h aving « second top 
portion, a second bottom portion and a second s et of walls; 

and a bridge connecting the top portion of the first 
chamber and the top port ion of the second chamber, such 
that a substance can he trans ferred from the first chamber to 
the second chamber while the container is positioned at a 
predetermined angle. 

06 The retainer of claim wherein the chambers include 
a removable lid portion. 

27 The container of claim 26 , wherein at least one of the 
chambers includes an acc ess port for transference of a 
liquid. 

28 A system for treating ph ysiological products and 
n^intainin p sterility of sai d products during said treating 
comprising: 

a rnntainer havi ng a plurality of closed, sterile 
fin^-rereivin p chambers, a bridge forming a fluid path 
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allowing fluid communication be tween a first of said 
chambers and a second of said ch amhers when said 
container is in a predetermined orien tation, and at least one 
access port allowing access to at least one of said chambers 
to maintain sterility, and 

a centrifu ge having a holder re movably receiving 
said container and allowing said conta ins to assume a first 
orientation wherein a phy siological product in one of said 
chamhers is subjected to centrifupation and said 
predetermined orientation wherein flu id in said first of said 
chambers flows along said fluid path to said second of said 
chambers. 

9Q A s ystem according to claim 28 wherein said holder 
comprises a frame pivota lly mounted to a rotor of said 
centrifuge Trotorl. 

30 A s ystem according to claim 28 further comprising a 
movable loc kin g plate that is movab le hetween free and 
locking positions, wherein said plate allows said container 
to assume said first orientation when in said free position 
and holds said container in said pre determined position 
when in said locking position- 
al A s ystem according to claim 30 further comprising an 
electromagnet for moving said locking plate to on e of said 
locking and free positions. 

39 A s ystem according to claim 28 wherein said holder 
comprises a frame pivotal 1v mounte d to a rotor of said 
centrifuge frotorl. and further com prising a movable 
locking plate that is movable be tween free and locking 
positions, wherein said plate engages said frame to allow 
said container to assume said first ori entation when in said 
free position and to hold said container in said 
predetermined position when in sai d locking position 

33 A mnrainer com prisi n g a base fo rming a plurality of 
sterile chamhers. each of said chamb ers having a bottom 
and a top, a brid ge conn ectin g at leas t two of said chambers 
and arranged to provide a sterile flu id channel from a first 
of said at least two sterile chambe rs to a second of said at 
least two sterile chamhers when said container is in a 
predetermined orientation, a lid clos ing said top of each of 
said plurality of chamhers. and acc ess ports that provide 
access to the chambers while maintaining sterility. 
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Id A container according to claim 33 wherein said plurality 
of sterile chambers and said bridge comprise a m olded base 
part. 

A container according to claim 34 w herein said 
container is substantially rigid. 

36 A container accord in g to claim 33 further comprising a 
separation disk in one of said chambers. 

^7 A container according to claim 33 wherein s aid plurality 
of chambers comprise first and second adjac ent chambers 
having adjacent sidewalls and said bridge is formed at the 
tops of said adjacent sidewalls. 



